
 
 



                                        DAGGY PLANT COMPETITION 
    We have just run our 150th Melbourne Cup which stops a nation. 
Collingwood survived to win its 20th Premiership but our society is 
celebrating somewhere between twenty to twenty-five years of the 
Daggy Plant Competition. This was the brainchild of Don Kay even with 
its shocking name it has become a sought after trophy and years later 
still installed as a regular segment at our Christmas Meetings. The first 
trophy without being disrespectful created by Don Kay was a small 
insignificant cup that in Donôs words óhad been jumped on by his kidsô to 
make it more appropriate. For the benefit of new members enclosed 
some photographs to tell the story. Obviously been some classics my 
favourite óDaggy Plantô (left) is a Euphorbia obesa with only a shell but 
still flowering from 2004 entered by Cliff Broome. The 2008 Toilet Seat 
complete with Red Back Spider won by Judith Lewis is a gem was 
proudly hanging in her lounge but been kicked out but still treasured. 
The rules for the Daggy Plant Competition are as follows. 
 Plant must not be Diseased, Damaged, Dead or Decaying. It may look 

Abnormal may be Abandoned to a corner. Belong to any Genera, cause people to Gasp, or Gawk. It 
must be still Growing (not dead) be Groovy, but not Grotty. It must have been Yours for a little while and 
we must all Yearn to have one like it. Recent winners Bill Morrison and Judith Lewis and successful 
multiple winners have been Doug Haddow, Richard Caine and Cliff Broome. Would be interesting if 
winners over the last twenty plus years brought their precious trophies and we could parade them and 

embarrass Don as to how outrageous some of them were.  Don has had a lot of fun creating the 
Daggy Trophy each year and I know the members look forward to seeing what new 
ómasterpieceô appears. The twelve below are not a complete set but show with each year the 
increased effort and time Don has put into creating them. The competition will be judged by 
Don so please support it. 
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                  Garden Visit to Ron & Jean Lycette 20th November 2010 
It was a delightful pleasant warm day a later start and with car pooling relaxing for those of us 

who were passengers.  It 
was encouraging to have in 
excess of thirty- five 
members and friends make 
the effort to visit Jean and 
Ron Lycette. Was pleasing 
that Joylene Sutherland 
made the long drive from 
Tatyoon Also good to see 
David Drake make a fleeting 
visit .The short distance to 
Bacchus Marsh was not 
tiring so was a relaxing day. 
Ron and Jeanôs garden has 
been established over 30 
years on approximately 3 

acres. It was crammed with every type of plant so plenty to see to cater for every interest. A 
few identical comments that it resembled a botanical garden perhaps summed it up. For those 
that missed out clarify with Ron that maybe an opportunity at a future date to organize a visit 
with the Open Gardens Scheme that feel he is or will become involved in..  
 His huge variety of trees and shrubs were thriving but Ron confided that the prolonged drought 
had seen the disappointing loss of some trees. But with the passion and enthusiasm of a true 
gardener and many decades as a landscape gardener he has pots of trees being nurtured for 
the next stage in his development of his oasis.  
Talking to members since the day all agreed that we had another delightful day. Ron (below) 
can be seen showing a 
group of members around 
his garden. We were all 
impressed with the harmony 
between the many different 
groups of plants, ranging 
from succulents, cacti, native 
and exotic plants. Ronôs 
interests covered not only 
cacti and succulents but 
terrestrial bromeliads, bulbs, 
xEpicactus, ferns, cycads 
and a multitude of trees that 
this scribe was not even 
familiar with.  
We had lunch in an ideal setting under the shade of a huge old peppercorn tree a legacy of 
when the property operated at a farm. Again like our visit to Sue and Jim Davis at Lovely Banks 
we were supplied with plenty of cakes and slices such is the generosity of our members and 
hosts. 
Personally was interested in the xEpicactus some of these in full bloom and weeks ahead of 
mine here in Wendouree, I noticed Ron had large hanging baskets and reinforces my growing 
conviction that if you have the space this is the way to go. The huge Dioscorea growing beside 
his glasshouse was a monster and if it comes to grief Jean will have ample material for years of 



craft work. The low growing Sarcocaulon with the sunny day was covered in white flowers .and 
was a gem. The artificial lake was 
a real hit completely surrounded by 
trees, shrubs, bulbs, but in answer 
to the society fisherman contained 
no fish the resident water birds 
have first pick.  We will feature Ron 
& Jeanôs garden on some colour 
pages in the New Year, with this in 
mind I will be very grateful for any 
member who took photographs and 
can supply a disc this will help 
Diane compile some colour pages. 
Ron has promised an article and 
will speak to our society early in the 
New Year. Jean showed a selection of her craft work made from items found in the garden. Her 
little granddaughter Melody was a willing helper. Also Melody a gorgeous child had the 
responsibility of allowing members to select a spine (toothpick) from an artificial opuntia and 
specially marked ones were the winners and they went home with a prize plant. Thanks Ron! 
As a society we have been indebted to Ron and his partner Don Barnacott of Specialist Garden 

Developments for two of the largest 
displays attempted at the Begonia 
Festival. In the years 1989 and 
1990.The 1989 display with huge 
boulders and the dried caked mud 
had a curved diorama with a desert 
scene painted by his then young 
sons Mark and John who were 
studying graphic art at the BCAE in 
Ballarat. The following year the 
theme Gardening is Fun saw 
cartoon characters such as óHairy, 

óObeseô, ôContortedô, ó Ferociousô, óóTall and Lankyô, óHangingô, etc used again with the painted 
diorama backdrop. According to a newspaper report the 1990 display was our 15th year of 
involvement. Was amused rereading the older lady reporters article and the photo of Ron and 
Don dwarfed .by the huge cartoon of 
óTall and Lankyõ First she flattered 
Ron re Dr and then her words ñ Tall 
slim and resolute? Naturally Don 
Barnacoutt and Dr Ron Lycette 
gravitate towards the cactus that 
looks just a bit like themò. Oh 
dear, Iôll scan a copy to table. 
Diane showed me a colour page she 
had taken of her own grandson so I 
elected to grab it for the newsletter. 
How important to nurture a childõs 
interest in plants. My own young granddaughter proudly gave me a packet of sunflower seeds 
for my birthday so how can I disappoint her but those who have seen my garden will appreciate 
my dilemma of where can I plant them.     Noel Main Phone 53392316 



 



      After the talk and photographs on cactus and 
succulents in ART by Gordon Morrison I even visited 
the Art Gallery to acquire some culture and see a 
painting on display. Over the years we have seen words 
hijacked and corrupted to take on totally different 
meanings. Even our beloved cactus is used now to 
mean broken, wrecked, finished all of which is very 
unfair. To add insult to injury innocently watching TV an 
ad for a deodorant a pretty young lass saying donôt get 
ópricklyô and then hurls a beautiful potted cactus into the 
rubbish bin. If we had a solicitor, lawyer, or even a QC 
in our midst he could lead us lovers of cactus in a class 
action against this unfair slur against our plants we 
love. 
The bus trip to Werribee and Lovely Banks was a 

thoroughly enjoyable day. The later start at 9.00am was appreciated and our first stop was 
Plants Galore at Werribee 
owned by Chris Christou It was 
a large wholesale set up with a 
large range of succulents and 
other collectorôs plants growing 
both outside and in a large 
number of long igloo tunnels. 
We appreciate Chris first for 
allowing us in and personally 
filling us in and showing us 
around and allowing us to buy 
from a table of choice 
specimens. These including 
some choice Echeverias, some 
variegated plants and a number of new releases. We acknowledge his generosity in donating 
some very choice plants that later in the afternoon were auctioned and have found new homes.  
The Dyckia below was one of a number and this particular one had very attractive reddish 
brown colourization that caught my eye. 
By now the rain had set in and we made our way to Lovely Banks I personally having never 

been in that area around Plants Galore 
was amazed to see the spread and 
expansion of Werribee and the 
unfenced Market Gardens (huge 
paddocks) right up to the road .Sue & 
Jim Davis have put in a huge amount 
of work and their garden for those of us 
seeing it for the first time we were very 
impressed. 
They have worked hard and the large 
plant labels had been painstaking 
prepared to make viewing their garden 
so much more enjoyable. Sueôs 
interests covered cacti, succulents, and 

bromeliads but many other rare plants were featured as well.  



One of our members who himself has a large garden was in awe of how well she was growing 
plants. Every nook and cranny you 
came across we saw surprises my 
only disappointment was the 
persistent rain made photography 
very difficult. But the weather 
forecast had warned us and we all 
had come prepared with coats, hats 
and umbrellas 
One very attractive area was a very 
large mass planting with Aeoniums a 
small section of this can be seen 
below. With the vivid yellow flowers 
against the dark rosettes made a 
pretty sight. I was delighted .to see 
an Aechmea recurvata óAztec Goldô in flower and an Aeonium tabuliforme shown below 
growing very well. (See left.)  A table full of Sansevierias made me very envious but in the 

words of our patron and his wise words óYa killed itô 
 I accept that has been their fate in my collection over 
many years. 
It would be very 
remiss mot to 
acknowledge those 
very generous 
members who 
made another bus 
trip so enjoyable. 
To Margaret Eedle 
who supplied 
plates of jelly slices 
and other goodies. 
To Thelma 

Fletcher who took around a large basket of apple slices all 

appreciated by our members. To our 
hosts Sue and Jim Davis fit was a 
privilege to see your garden and 
certainly your large shed was a bonus 
for hosting lunch on such a wet day. 
We thank you Sue for the effort of 
making five salads rice, curry, garden, 
pasta etc. Plus the cheesecake and 
Pavlova sweets all very much 
appreciated, The CDROM showing 
your garden playing in the background 
was also a thoughtful touch. You have 

obviously trained Jim well and he did an excellent job with the BBQ .We appreciated our own 
society for suppling the meat and the secretary, for organizing it. 
Sue was generous with some free plants and had organized her friend who had some 

large plants for sale. We arrived back at the depot at 4.15pm so those of us living in 



Ballarat it was a convenient time .If anyone has photographs will as usual appreciate 

these to add to our SEVENTH CDROM 

The following Memo is from Judith Lewis re Procedure to be followed for Santa 
Gift giving for our December meeting. Please see Judith Lewis on arrival and 
your gift will receive a numbered ticket.   Then sign your name on list provided. 
When Santa comes we will run backwards up the List and hopefully the hiccups 
will be ironed out and a foolproof method for distribution. Our Thanks to Margaret 
Eedle for coming up with this suggestion. 

The December Meeting is always a happy night a low key 
night an opportunity to get to know each other better and 
bond with new members so make an effort and make our 
new members  who are present very welcome. If you 
have a child and a have a special gift for him or her make 
sure it is clearly labelled and give it to Judith with your 
exchange gift on arrival. A guide for what to choose for an 
exchange gift something which is hobby orientated .plant 
etc value at least $5 and bottom line something you would 
be happy to receive yourself. 

Bring ï Daggy Plant Trophies, Something for supper, A DAGGY PLANT, plus 
Exchange gift and a SMILE to give away, 


